	NAME of activity 
	Shadow puppets

	duration
	1h for writing the history 

1h30 for building characters and setting

+ rehearsal

	audience
	From 5 years old. 10 max.

	Pedagogical goal
	Expand the  creativity and imagination toward the creating characters and writing stories.

Develop team work, with building a collective story.

Learn manual and expression technics.

Front an audience. 

	Description
	The activity starts with chosing to put a character on stage (known or imaginary). Each one choses his character and describes it (physics and nature), then draws it and cut it in a cardboard (15cm high) and then fixes it with wood sticks with tape. 

Once all the characters are made, we write the story. The trainer picks children's ideas and helps them to put them together coherently. He also makes sure that everybody participates. 

When the story is written, we create the setting all together with a big white sheet or tracing paper (roll). The setting can be fixed to the sheet or mobile. 

The rehearsal can start, with turning light on behind the sheet.  It is posible to play with shadows and deepness, and to mix paper characters, and real people as shadows.

The trainer can make a voice over saying the story, as participants play with their characters. 

	Material
	Cardboards, sticks, ciselers, cutters, pencils, white sheet, spotlights, tape.

We can add : coton, strings, wool, transparent paper.

	Space
	1 big  table and space  around to pass by.

	Comments
	The story can be replaced by music (live band, recorded music, see music workshop), or by the children's voice over. The trainer must make sure that everybody expresses his ideas, and that the story is created from each one's proposals. During rehearsals, a camera shooting can help children to become aware of effects. 

	Restitution
	The show can be played on stage.


